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DIOCESAN DAY 

CELEBRATIONS 

Sagar Correspondent 

Sagar Diocesan day was 

celebrated on 2nd October at 

St. Theresa’s Cathedral 

Church, Sagar. The priests, 

brothers and sisters serving in 

the diocese and seminarians 

were present for the function.  

Bp. James Athikalam MST 

offered solemn holy Qurbana. 

After the Eucharistic 

celebration, a small gathering 

was arranged to felicitate the 

fathers and sisters who 

celebrate their silver and 

golden jubilee and also to bid 

farewell to Fr. Ouseph 

Akkarakaran, a priest from 

Jabalpur diocese who served 

the diocese of Sagar, being a 

spiritual father to seminarians 

and a confessor to our priests 

and sisters.  

Toppers of tenth and twelfth 

classes as well as the Logos 

Quiz winners in the diocese 

were honored and awarded in 

the function. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

11 Oct 2021 
YOUTH MEET 
14 – 17 Oct 2021 

SEMINAR ON LAUDATO SI  

20 Oct 2021 

Sagar Correspondent 

 

Sagar Correspondent 

 

Sagar Correspondent 

 

International Girl Child Day was 

celebrated under the initiative of MVSS 

on 11th October 2021 at its various 

centres  

Page II  

Youth Department organized sports & 

cultural meet for the youth at diocesan 

headquarters from October 14 to 17th 

October  
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A seminar for priests and religious on 

Laudato Si was held on 20th October 

2021 at St. Mary’s School Campus, 

Makronia.   
Page III 
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International Girl Child Day    World Food Day                            New Principal 
MVSS Correspondent                        MVSS Correspondent 

 
 

International Girl Child Day was 

celebrated under the initiative of MVSS on 

11th October 2021 at its various centres. 

Girl children presented cultural programs 

and raised slogans of Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao.  

The dignitaries present in the programmes 

stressed in their speech on the importance 

of education to be imparted to the girl 

child and motivated to move forward 

without discrimination. Girl children who 

performed in the programmes were 

honored and awarded with prizes and 

memento. 

World Food Day was celebrated on 16th 

October at Gadoli slum to promote global 

awareness about those who suffer from 

hunger and highlight the need to ensure 

healthy diets for all. On this occasion slum 

children and their parents were 

encouraged to eat nutritious food and 

hygienic intake every day. MVSS also 

educated the villagers regarding the 

balanced diet, nutrients of food items and 

its health benefits. 50 nutritious ration kits 

were distributed to the grandparents at 

various Centres to mark this event.  

  
Fr. Joshy EP Welcomes Sr. Sophia DST 

 

 

Sr. Sophia DST who is appointed as the 

new principal of Little Flower School, 

Gairatganj was given warm welcome on 8th 

October 2021. In the programme arranged 

by the school management, Rev. Fr. Joshy 

EP the manager thanked Rev. Sr. Jency 

Mathew DST the outgoing principal for the 

commendable service rendered to the 

school for the last three years.  

   

 
 

Patricipants of Youth Meet with Bishop James Athikalam MST 

Community for Learning Centres  
MVSS Correspondent 

Stressing the role of quality education 

especially after COVID aftermath, MVSS 

has begun Community for Learning 

Centres (CFLs) in 8 slums and 5 rural 

areas of Sagar district on 5th October. The 

main intention is to provide quality 

education to dropouts, non-school going 

children and enrolling maximum to formal 

schools. At present there are 862 children 

mainly belonging to rag picking 

community, slum dwellers, vulnerable and 

the disabled group. Bishop Dr. James 

Athikalam visited the Community for 

Learning Centres and motivated all the 

teachers to keep up the good work. His 

words boosted children’s self-confidence 

and enhanced the value of moral 

education. 

Mission Sunday at Ashoknagar 

13.10.2021  
 

Youth Meet  
Sagar Correspondent  

Diocesan Youth Department organized 

sports and cultural meet for the youth in 

the diocese at diocesan headquarters from 

October 14 to 17th October. The meet was 

inaugurated by Bp. James Athikalam 

MST.  

There were 130 participants from four 

different zones of the diocese. The 

purpose of this meet was to provide a 

platform where they play together, pray 

together, and come to know each other.  

Fr. Joshy EP the director of youth 

department and Fr. Saul the assistant 

director of the youth department toiled 

hard with the cooperation and support of 

other fathers and sisters and committee 

members to make this event a very 

memorable one.  

The presence of Fr. Alexander the 

director of youth in MP Regional level, 

Ms Jyotsna the national president and 

other RESCO members at the final day 

motivated and added new vibe to the 

young ones.  
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Skill Development Programme 
MVSS Correspondent 

Students at Tailoring Centre 

 

 

 

opportunities. The purpose of this scheme 

is to equip youth in the rural area and to 

provide a source of lively hood. 
 

Majority of Rural people who have 

migrated for years to urban and 

metropolitan cities have now lost their 

jobs due to Covid-19 and plenty have 

flocked back to villages. MVSS stressed 

on making use of this opportunity to use 

such experienced persons as trainers and 

train many unemployed and unskilled 

youth in the village.  

Electrician Training 

 

Parish Feast at Silwani 

Silwani 

 

Feast of St. Theresa was solemnly 

celebrated at Pushpa Church Silwani on 

3rd October.  Bp. James Athikalam MST 

officiated the Holy Qurbana. Rev. Fr. 

Joshy E. P. shared the word of God. Under 

the leadership of Fr. Benny, the Parish 

Priest Jubilee of Fr. Joseph Arikkat and 

Fr. George Vadassery CMI was 

celebrated beautifully and it doubled the 

joy.  

 

Mission Sunday 

Guna 

 

MVSS has initiated Skill Development 

Programme on 18th October at various 

villages namely Jamunia, Kadera, 

Naryanpura, Saderi and Giduvani. The 

Skill Development Programme includes 

Stitching, Electrician trade, tile fitting, Bag 

making etc.  

They also have commenced online 

platform in collaboration with Airtel for 

enrolment of candidates seeking job 

 

  

Participants in Seminar with Fr. Robert SJ  

 

Seminar on Laudato si  
Sagar Correspondent  

A seminar for priests and religious on Laudato Si was 

held on 20th October at St. Mary’s School Campus, 

Makronia. The resource person for the seminar was Rev. 

Fr. Robert Athikal SJ. The seminar began with a hymn 

to the Holy Spirit at 9.15 am. Fr. Ebin accorded the 

words of welcome to all while Bp. James Athikalam 

MST welcomed the resource person with a rose sapling. 

Rev. Fr. Robert who is the founder of Tarumitra 

movement spoke well about the care and interest one 

should have towards the nature in his four sessions of 

seminar. Many priests and religious took part very 

actively in all the sessions of the seminar. 

 

“The ultimate purpose of other 

creatures is not to be found in us. 

Rather, all creatures are moving forward 

with us and through us towards a 

common point of arrival, which is God, 

in that transcendent fullness where the 

risen Christ embraces and illumines all 

things.” - Pope Francis, LAUDATO SI 
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Mission Journey of Jesus Youth Team 
 

 

A team of Jesus Youth members visited diocese of Sagar on 26th October. It was part of one month long mission journey began on 

1st October across Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Nagpur and Madhya Pradesh. The team consists of 14 members including 

a priest and two elders conducted two hours long spirit renewal programme for the youth from the neighboring parishes gathered in 

St. Theresa’s Cathedral Church, Sagar.  

New CMC Provincial and Team                            Parish Feast at Raisen 

 
 

Congratulations to Rev. Sr. 

Lissy Augustine CMC, the newly 

elected Provincial of Nirmal 

Jyoti Province, Bina and team. 
 

On 10th October St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Raisen celebrated 

its patron’s feast with full vigor and devotion. Mar James 

Athikalam celebrated the Holy Mass and preached an enriching 

homily. Five children received the sacraments of holy 

communion and confirmation. Jubilee of Rev. Sr. Pushpa SMS 

and Rev. Sr. Archana OSF also was celebrated so wonderfully 

along with the parish feast. 

 

Retreat for SJ Sisters 
 

A retreat was arranged for the sisters of SJ congregation from 

13th October to 19th October at Jesubhavan Generalate.  Rev. Fr. 

Joson CMI of St. Pauls’ Province preached the retreat. 44 sisters 

attended the retreat. 

 

Skit Competition 

 

The department of women commission had arranged a skit 

competition on Mother Mary for all the parishes of our diocese 

and 11 parishes participated in it.  The result of the competition 

was published on 18th October and the winners are Vimala 

Church, Vidisha (1st) Bl. Chiara Badano Church, Sironj (2nd) St. 

Thomas Church, Begumganj (3rd). 
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Jubilee Celebrations                   First Holy Communion               Blessing of St.Ann’s Convent 

at Vidisha                                at Ganj Basoda                                        at Kurwai                                         

Holy Trinity Convent, Vidisha held a 

jubilee celebration of Rev. Sr. Josephine 

FCC and Rev. Sr. Roshini FCC on 16th 

October. Mar James Athikalam MST 

offered a thanksgiving Holy Mass for all 

the benevolent blessings God showered on 

these sisters for the last fifty and twenty 

five years of their consecrated life. Fathers 

and sisters from neighborhood attended 

the ceremony.  
 

Feast of St. Faustina 
Vidisha Correspondent 

Feast of St. Faustina was solemnly celebrated at 

St. Mary’s Church, Vidisha 

Eight children of St. Joseph Parish Ganj 

Basoda received the sacraments of First 

Holy Communion and Confirmation on 

31st October 2021 at 10 am. Mar James 

Athikalam MST officiated the sacred 

liturgy. Rev Fr Kiran preached the homily. 

The Parish Priest, Rev Fr Jose Lee 

Cyrakkove congratulated the children and 

thanked everyone who made this sacred 

function so beautiful. Special thanks to 

Rev. Sr. Anu Therese FCC for preparing 

children to receive the holy sacraments. 

 
 

Bp. James Athikalam MST blessed newly 

constructed St. Ann’s Convent on 28th 

October at Kurwai on the feast of St. Jude. 

During the Holy Eucharistic Celebration 

bishop consecrated the altar of the chapel. 

Fr. Joby Chiryath organized the whole 

programme.  

The presence of Very Rev. Sr. Antonamma 

the Superior General, Rev. Sr. Paul Tresa 

the Provincial of Guntur Province, Rev. Sr. 

Vijaya Rani, the counselor of Hyderabad 

Province, doubled the joy. On this occasion 

we gratefully remember the sponsors, 

benefactors, well-wishers, the former in 

charges and all those who are responsible to 

build this new convent. 

   

 
 

Patricipants of Zonal Youth Renewal Programme with Bishop James Athikalam MST 

Parish Feast at Sironj  

Sironj 
Catholic Community of Bl. Chiara Badano 

Church, Sironj celebrated sixth feast day 

of Bl. Chiara Badano on 31/10/2021 at 

4.00 p m.  Feast day celebration began 

with flag hosting, Holy Qurbana and 

Novena by Rev. Fr. Ebin on 29/10/2021 at 

5.30 pm and continued by two days of 

spiritual orientation and confession by 

Rev. Fr. Stephan Panna. All the 

parishioners quenched their spiritual quest 

from the spiritual inputs of Rev. Fr. 

Stephan Panna.  Solemn celebration of 

Holy Qurbana began with the traditional 

entrance dance by Matru Sangh of the 

parish. The main celebrant of Divine 

Liturgy was Mar James Athikalam MST.  

Co-celebrants were Rev. Fr. Jose lee, the 

Proto presbyter of Vidisha Zone and Rev. 

Fr. Anil Francis. Fr. Anil Francis delivered 

the sermon during Holy Mass about the 

unique role of every Christian to build the 

church.  Feast day celebration came to an 

end with the rosary procession and agape. 
 

 

Zonal Youth Renewal Programme  
Sagar Correspondent  

ICYM MP Region organized one day 

spiritual renewal programme for the 

youth in the zonal level on 13th and 14th 

October at Dayasagar Renewal Centre, 

Khajooria. There were 90 Youth from 

Sagar, Satna and Gwalior dioceses to 

participate in the renewal programme. 

The Chairman of ICYM MP Region Mar 

James Athikalam MST inaugurated the 

gathering at 6.15 pm on Wednesday. 

After the inauguration the youth had an 

opportunity to interact with the chairman 

for more than an hour.  

The evening hours provided a platform 

for the youth to intermingle each other.   

The next day, emeritus Mar Antony 

Chirayath offered Holy Mass for the 

youth at 7.30 am. Rev. Fr. Stephan Panna 

guided the youth through his spiritual 

renewal talks and adoration. The 

programme got over by 3.00pm.   The 

youth really benefitted from this one day 

spiritual renewal programme organized 

under the leadership of Sagar Zone in 

charge Fr. Joshy EP and team.  
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Rosary Month Conclusion 
 

 

 

St. Joseph Church, Ganj Basoda 

 
 

Christ the King Church, Guna 

 

San Thome Church, Ashoknagar 
 

 

 

 

Christ Church, Obaidullaganj 

St. Thomas Church, Udaipura 
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Bishop’s Diary – Oct 2021                                                                      Bishop’s Appointment  

Sagar Correspondent                                                                   November 2021                 

01/10/2021  

Holy Mass celebrated at St. Theresa’s 

Cathedral Church, Sagar on the feast of St. 

Theresa, the   patroness of the diocese. 

02/10/2021 

Diocesan Day and Jubilee of fathers and 

sisters celebrated beautifully and bade 

farewell to Fr. Ouseph Akkarakaran. 

03/10/2021 

Officiated Eucharistic Celebration at 

Pushpa Church, Silwani on Parish feast. 

Visited Mission Station at Udaipura. 

04/10/2021  

Planted trees to mark the Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi and Environment Day. 

Celebrated Holy mass at Sevadham at 6.30 

pm 

05/10/2021 

Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Asara 

Vikalang Bhavan, Shampura at 6.30 pm 

on the occasion Jubilee of OSF province 

and St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast. 

06/10/2021 

Visited St. Mary’s School Makronaia to 

evaluate the possibility of arranging 

upcoming 

Seminar. 

07/10/2021 

Rev. Sr. Lissy Augustine CMC, the newly 

elected Provincial of Bina Province and 

team paid a brief visit. 

08/10/2021 

Visited Mission Station at Banda. 

09/10/2021 

Visited Jyoti Bhavan Church, Suatala 

Ashram and Pushpa Land. 

10/10/2021 

Celebrated Holy Mass at St. Francis of 

Assisi Church, Raisen on the occasion of 

Parish feast 

and Jubilee of Sr. Pushpa SMS and Sr. 

Archana OSF. 

Administered the Sacraments of Holy 

Communion and Confirmation to five 

children.  

12/10/2021 

CBMP meeting via zoom was held. 

13/10/2021 

Zonal Youth meeting inaugurated at 

Dayasagar, Khajooria. 

14/10/2021 

Mr. Baby and family from Bhopal visited. 

Youth from different parishes of the 

diocese gathered for the youth meet. 

15/10/2021 

Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Joseph’s 

convent Sagar, on the foundation day of 

CSJ. 

Youth Meet inaugurated.  

 

 

16/10/2021 

Celebrated Holy Mass at Vidisha on the 

occasion of Golden Jubilee of Sr. Josphine  

FCC and Silver Jubilee of Sr. Roslin FCC. 

Paid a visit to Mission Station at 

Gulabganj. 

17/10/2021 

Offered Holy Mass for Youth at St. 

Theresa’s Cathedral Church, Sagar and 

Eparchial level inauguration of Synod of 

Bishops. 

18/10/2021 

Zoom meeting was held with Major 

Archbishop. 

Blessed marriage of Attul and Stella Ekka 

at St. Thomas Church, Begumganj. 

20/10/2021 

Seminar of Laudato si was held at St. 

Mary’s School Campus, Makronia with 

120 participants.     

21/10/2021 

Visited MVSS and discussed about the 

ongoing social work programmes. 

22/10/2021 

Went to Mission Station at Tulsipar. 

23/10/2021 

Left for Kerala to attend the funeral of Fr. 

Siby Nelloor MST. 

24/10/2021 

Participated in the funeral ceremony of Fr. 

Siby Nelloor MST. 

25/10/2021 

Returned to Bhopal and offered mass at 

Alphonsa Church, Bhopal at 7 pm. 

26/10/2021 

Celebrated Holy Mass at CMC 

Provincialate Bhopal.  

CBMP meeting was held at archbishop’s 

house from 11.30 am to 3.00pm. 

Visited Mission station Vidisha. 

27/10/2021 

Met Jesus Youth at Bishops House, Sagar. 

Took Part in the Monthly Recollection 

arranged at Pastoral Centre, Sagar. 

28/10/2021 

Blessed Convent at Khurwai. 

30/10/2021 

Paid brief visit to Mission Stations at 

Jamghat, Patna Bujurg, Rehli and 

Garhakota. 

31/10/2021 

Administered Sacraments of Holy 

Communion and Confirmation to 8 

children at St. Joseph Church Ganj 

Basoda. 

Offered Holy Mass at Bl. Chiaro Badano 

Church, Sironj on parish feast day.  

Visited mission station at Khurai. 

 

3/11/2021 

Blessing of Presbytery at Sanchi  

Webinar on Bishop John Perumattam . 

06/11/2021  

Seminar  

07/11/2021 

Holy Mass at Kolar, Bhopal  

08/11/2021 

Webinar on Laudato si  

11/11/2021 

To Satna (Day 1/2)  

12/11/2021 

Satna ( Day 2) 

13/11/2021 

CRI meeting at Sagar  

14/111/2021 

Holy Communion at Sanchi  

18/11/2021 

Monthly Recollection  

21/11/2021 

Parish Feast at Christ the King Church, 

Guna. 

22/11/2021 

CBMP meeting  

25/11/2021 

Jubilee celebration at Ruhalaya Seminary, 

Ujjain. 

26/11/2021 

LRC Seminar 

27/11/2021 

Installation of Archbishop Durairaj, 

Bhopal. 

28/11/2021 

Holy Mass at Jesu bhavan Generalate  

 

.  
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Cir. No. 023/2021                                                                                     Sagar, 07, October 2021 

XVI ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 
 

Dear Rev. Bishopji, Fathers, Brothers, Sisters, 

Peace and Joy! 

Pope Francis has convoked the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. As you are aware its preparation 

is underway. The theme of the synod is: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission”. It will solemnly be 

opened on the 9th – 10th of October 2021 in Rome and on the following 17th of October in each particular Church. One 

fundamental stage will be the celebration of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, in October 2023, 

which will be followed by the implementation phase that will again involve the particular Churches. With this convocation, 

Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is precisely this path of 

synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which follows in the wake of the 

Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task: by journeying together and reflecting 

together on the journey that has been made, the Church will be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help 

Her to live communion, to achieve participation, to open Herself to mission. Our “journeying together” is, in fact, what most 

effectively enacts and manifests the nature of the Church as the pilgrim and missionary People of God. 

Following solemn opening, the Synodal journey is planned to proceed with in three phases: 

1) Phase in the Local Churches and other ecclesial realities: October 2021 - April 2022 

2) Continental Phase: September 2022 - March 2023 

3) Universal Church Phase: October 2023 

I have appointed Rev. Fr Paul Chungath, protosyncellus, the Eparchial contact person for Synodal Consultations. Let us also 

participate in this synodal process. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021 

This year 

Mission Sunday falls on 24
th 

October. As a theme for it the Holy Father has given a verse from the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles: ‘We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20). There we read how the fragrance of the 

Gospel spread as it was preached, awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can bestow. The Book of Acts teaches us to endure 

hardship by clinging firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the ‘conviction that God is able to act in any circumstance, even amid 

apparent setbacks’ and in the certainty that ‘all those who entrust themselves to God will bear good fruit’ (Evangelii Gaudium, 

279). Limitations and obstacles became a privileged occasion for anointing everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord. 

Nothing and no one was to be excluded from the message of liberation. 

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete conviction: ‘We cannot but speak about what we have seen 

and heard’ (Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be put to good use and freely shared with others. 

Just as the Apostles saw, heard and touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4),  we  too  can  daily  touch  the  sorrowful  

and  glorious  flesh  of Christ.  As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s evangelising mission finds outward 

fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in the care of creation. This year’s mission Sunday is a summons to each of us to 

‘own’ and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This mission has always been the hallmark of the Church, for ‘she exists to 

evangelise’ (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). 

Preliminary investigation for the cause of Sanctification 

I have constituted a committee to study the heroic virtues of Mar Clemens Thottungal CMI, the first bishop of Sagar diocese 

as part of the preliminary diocesan inquiry. They are asked to give me a report at the end of their study, not later than 30th 

November 2021. The members of the committee are Rev. Frs Paul Chungath (Leader), Jose M a l e k u d y ,  Joseph  Chirayath,  

Johnson  Vadakumchery  CMI  and  Sebastian Nedungattil. Such a   preliminary  investigation  is  necessary  before starting  

the Eparchial Inquiry into the holiness of Mar Clemens Thottungal CMI.  

Seminar on Ecology 

As informed early we have arranged one day seminar on Laudato si, the encyclical of Pope Francis. It is arranged for Wednesday, 

20th October 2021. The resource person is Rev. Fr Robert Athickal SJ. He will share reflections on the practical aspects of the 

encyclical, and it will enrich all of us to live an eco-friendly life and to make our institutions ecologically healthy and vibrant. Let 

all the priests consider it an obligation to participate in this seminar. I urge maximum participation from the part of the consecrated 

religious. 

Wishing you God’s blessings and united in prayers, 

 

Yours in the Lord, 

 

 
James Athikalam  

Bishop of Sagar 
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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 

Christians and Hindus: Together Bringing Light in People’s Lives in Times of Despair 

MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF DEEPAVALI 2021 

Dear Hindu Friends, 

 

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue extends its most cordial greetings to you on the occasion of Deepavali which 

falls on 4 November this year. May the observance of this feast even in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty arising from the 

present pandemic, and its resultant worldwide crises, light up your lives, homes and communities with the hope for a better future! 

Besides the scars that are fresh in our minds of the first and second waves of the pandemic which upended the lives and 

livelihood of people, in one way or another, there runs through in all of us, in varying degrees, a sense of resignation, despair and 

despondency whenever devastating things happen across the globe caused by factors ranging from terrorism to ecological 

degradation. These not only instil fear in people but also add to their distress and despair. It is in this context, we wish to share with 

you some thoughts - in keeping with our cherished tradition - on how we, both Christians and Hindus can bring the light of hope in 

people’s lives in such challenging times. 

As amidst the dark clouds of the current pandemic which have caused immeasurable suffering and trauma to the people there 

have been silver linings of solidarity and fraternity, it is within our ability to demonstrate that we can be ‘together’ and overcome 

every crisis with resolve and love, even the seemingly insurmountable. The power of solidarity unleashed in alleviating the suffering 

and assisting the needy, more so with an interreligious character and responsibility, gives visibility to the light of hope by putting 

in evidence the response which adherents of all religious traditions are called upon to make in times of despair and darkness. Bringing 

light together in people’s lives through interreligious solidarity also validates the usefulness and resourcefulness of religious 

traditions in society. 

A growing awareness of the need to be with and to belong to one another in the present pandemic period calls for finding, more and 

more, ways of bringing the light of hope where there is discord and division, destruction and devastation, deprivation and 

dehumanization. Only through a greater awareness among us that we are all part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of 

one another (cfr. Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti- On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 3 October 2020) and that 

we have a shared responsibility for one another and for the planet, which is our ‘common home’, can we attempt to lift us 

out of despair of any kind. Moreover, by being interdependent and working in solidarity with others, we shall emerge out of 

every crisis better. Even the pressing global issues that threaten to disrupt the harmony between nature and people and the harmonious 

co-existence of people such as climate change, religious fundamentalism, terrorism, hyper nationalism, xenophobia can be 

effectively addressed since these are concerns that affect us all. 

In times of crisis, while religious traditions- as repositories of centuries of wisdom - have the power of lifting our sagging 

spirits, they also have the capacity to help individuals and communities to reset their life's compass with hope, with their gaze 

fixed beyond their present despair. Above all else, they instruct and invite their adherents to reach out, using every means in 

their power, to those who feel a sense of hopelessness so as to give them hope. 

It is incumbent upon religious and community leaders, therefore, to nurture the spirit of fraternity among their followers with a view 

to helping them walk and work together with the people of other religious traditions, most especially during crisis and calamity of 

every kind. Fraternity, according to Pope Francis, “is the true cure for the pandemic and the many evils that have affected us” 

(Address to the Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, 8 February, 2021). Being responsible for one another 

inter-religiously is a sure means of strengthening solidarity and fraternity among us, and bringing succour to the afflicted and hope 

to the distressed. 

As believers grounded in our own respective religious traditions and as persons with shared vision for and shared responsibility 

towards humanity, in particular the suffering humanity, may we Christians and Hindus, individually and collectively, and joining 

hands with people of other religious traditions and of good will, reach out to people who are in despair, to bring light into their 

lives! 

We wish you all a Happy Deepavali!  

 

 

 

 

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ 

President 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage 

Secretary 
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